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Last week, during our regular Keeper exchange, not only did I have the 

pleasure of taking the weekôs Keepers to the Station, we also had a special 

guest.  It was a privilege to take Jeni Burr along on the exchange.  Not only 

was Jeni the first female Keeper at New Dungeness, she was the first 

female Keeper in the Coast Guard.  Jeni was the Keeper for about 18 

months during 1980-81.  Before she was stationed at the Lighthouse, there 

had been three Coast Guard Keepers.  When she came on board, only Jeni 

and her husband were at New Dungeness.  One of the first questions she 

asked when we met at the transfer station was ñare we going to get stuck?ò  

Apparently getting stuck was not an uncommon occurrence when she 

traveled the spit in a four wheel drive Coast Guard vehicle.  Her only other 

means of transportation was by boat.  Jeni loved her stay at the Lighthouse. 

 

Over the last several months we have met and had presentations by a 

number of former Keepers.  Not only is it fun to hear their stories, but the 

information they share adds to our history.  Their stories also put human 

faces on history that we do know.  For instance Bill Byrd, who gave a great 

presentation at the Spring General Membership meeting, was on the station 

in the mid-1970s when the Coast Guard dismantled and removed the last 

Fresnel lens.   Gene Hasson, an Assistant Keeper in the 1950s shared a 

week with us last May.  What wonderful stories he had.  Each of these 

gentlemen also kindly donated artifacts they rescued from the trash pile and 

have carried around with them for years.  Both of these items are now on 

display at the Station.  As you will see later in this newsletter Dave Cummins 

and perhaps his father Walt will be at the October General Membership 

meeting.  They were on the Station in the mid-1950s.  

  

These people have so much to offer, we appreciate them letting us in on 

their experiences.  We are always looking for former keepers and families 

(not just from New Dungeness) who are interested in sharing their past.  If 

you or someone you know has a story to share, please let us 

know. Steve 
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There are many reasons why people walk the five 

and a half miles to the Lighthouse.  Lighthouse aficio-

nado will do almost anything to get to a lighthouse so 

it is no surprise when they show up.  Some walk the 

Spit for its remoteness and beauty; because it is the 

longest Spit in the US or just for the exercise.  The 

Scouts hike it to earn Merit Badges. There are those 

who walk as a tradition:  they hike once a month, 

once a summer, once a year.  A few come every 

Motherôs Day or every Christmas season.  Some 

start walking and canôt find a place to turn around  

until they get to the Lighthouse.  Our Keepers wel-

come each and every one and it is always interesting 

to find out what occasion led them to the Lighthouse 

that day. 
 

There are other reasons.  When we were Keepers in 

May, a young man from Argentina visited the Station.  

He was so excited when he got there and told me he 

was in the United States for two months on vacation.  

He had arrived in California and made his way up the 

West Coast as his destination was Alaska.  When he 

looked at his maps, he was surprised to see New 

Dungeness Lighthouse at the end of Dungeness Spit 

and he said to himself, ñI have to go thereò so he had 

taken a little detour to visit us. 
 

He explained that in his native Argentina there is a 

landmass called Punta Dungeness or Dungeness 

Point.  Punta Dungeness is a headland on the north 

shore at the eastern entrance to the Strait of Magel-

lan.  Punta Dungeness defines the border between 

Chile and Argentina.  It is the southernmost point on 

mainland Argentina and the easternmost point on 

mainland Chile.  Only at this one place does the At-

lantic Ocean touch the shores of Chile as it enters 

the Strait of Magellan. 
 

On the Chile side of Punta Dungeness sits a Light-

house, Faro de Punta Dungeness.  See pictures and 

more information on Page 3. 
Jean 

EDITORôS COMMENTS 

mailto:ndl@olypen.com
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ARGENTINA 

CHILE 
 

STRAIT OF 

MAGELLAN 

Established in the 1870s, Faro de Punta 

Dungeness is located on the northern side of the 

entrance from the Atlantic to the Strait of 

Magellan, in Chile only a few yards from the 

Argentine border.  The lantern and two-story 

watch room sit atop a short hexagonal pyramidal 

skeletal tower.  It has red and white bands. 
 

Sunset on the Strait of Magellan (right) is very 

similar to sunsets at New Dungeness. 

Photo by Servicio de 
Senalizacion Maritima 

Faro de Punta Dungeness 

Faro is Spanish for Lighthouse 

Photo from flickr 

PUNTA DUNGENESS, ARGENTINA 

Before the Panama 

Canal opened in 1914, 

the Strait of Magellan 

was the only safe way for 

steam ships to traverse 

between the Atlantic and 

Pacific Oceans; the 

Cape Horn route being 

famous for its turbulent 

weather. 
 

Chile is still building 

lighthouses to guard its 

2,500 mile long coast 

and over 5,000 rocky 

islands. 
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FALL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2010ð1 P.M. 

TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH 

100 S. Blake Street, Sequim 
  

PROGRAM:   Our Experiences at New Dungeness 

SPEAKER:    Dave Cummins 

 Dave Cummins, son of former New Dungeness Light Keeper Walter Cummins (1955-1958) 

will share his experiences  at New Dungeness Light Station 
 

Winning Raffle Ticket for one weekôs stay at the Lighthouse will be drawn 
 

 Door Prizes      ð     Silent Auction     ð     Refreshments  

Come join us and meet your fellow Keepers     

A BIG thanks to NDLSA volunteers who  turned out in force for the Lavender Festival!  Thirty-

three volunteers turned out to man our booth and 

educate visitors during the three-day event. 
 

 We were located on Fir Street near the Festival 

entrance from Sequim Avenue and could not have 

asked for a better location.  From the time we opened 

until we closed, people were walking past our booth 

and stopping to visit. 
  

We handed out over 1,000 brochures and sold about 

200  ra f f l e 

tickets.  

 

WOW!  What a success. 

 

Again, a BIG thanks to all of 

you who helped make this 

happen - 3 cheers to us! 

Event Chair, 

      Roberta De Witt 

LAVENDER FESTIVAL  

Lavender Queen 
Stops at NDLS Booth 

The tent was a little crowded 

during the rain showers 
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Depart  Return Rooms Available 

September 1 @ 9:00 am September 8 @ 4:10 am 2 Rooms 

October 26 @ 6:30 pm November 2 @ 10:40 pm 3 Rooms 

November 16 @ 7:30 pm November 24 @ 5:10 pm 2 Rooms 

December 8 @ 2:30 pm December 14 @ 8:10 pm 3 Rooms 

December 14 @ 6:30 pm December 22 @ 4:10 pm 3 Rooms 

Adults:  $350         AVAILABILITYð2012           Children $195 

Call Chad at 360-683-6638 or email him at scheduling@newdungenesslighthouse.com 

CRAB FESTIVAL 
NDLSA WILL HAVE A BOOTH AT THE CRAB FESTIVAL 

PORT ANGELES  ð October 8 and 9 
  

This is always a fun festival with lots of Arts and Craft Vendors 

As well as plenty of Dungeness Crab 

 

If you can help ñMan the Boothò one of these days or are willing to help with Set-up  

or Tear-down, please give Roberta a call at 360-681-3494. 

 

She will be glad to assign you to an open time slot.  

LIGHTHOUSE IN NEED OF A HAND DRYER 

We would appreciate donations to make this happen 

Several suggestions have been made to put a hand dryer in the public 

restroom at the Lighthouse.  It would be more sanitary and eliminate the need 

to frequently change and launder the cloth hand towels currently in use. 

We have all experienced the frustration of some hand dryers.  The type of 

hand dryer needed must be fast and hygienic.  The models we have 

considered dry hands in 10 to 15 seconds. 

However, this quality of hand dryer will cost between $600 and $1,500.  The 

biggest difference is that with one, you insert your hands from the top and the 

other you put your hands under.  The ñtop loaderò would eliminate some of 

the water droplets from being blown on the wall and floor, but it costs more. 
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WEBCAM CABLE GETS BURIED BY SCOUT TROOPS:  
Permanently mounting the north-facing webcam on the corner of the 

Cable Crossing Sign involved running a cable from the barn to the 

sign.  Burying about 500 feet of cable is a pretty good job.  During this 

same timeframe, Scouts from two Kitsap County Troops contacted 

NDL and volunteered their youth and energy to assist with tasks we 

had at the Light Station.  We quickly accepted their generous offer.  

NDL Board Member J.P. Persall volunteered to be the on-site NDL 

representative  for this work party.  In late July five Scouts and two 

Leaders hiked to the Light Station.  After a short rest, shovels were 

soon flying and the ditch was being dug to bury the cable. 

 

One of the special duties that 

Keepers enjoy at the Light Station is 

raising and lowering the flag each 

day.  J.P., a former Coast Guard officer, taught the Scouts how to 

salute the flag during the Flag-Lowering Ceremony. 

It looks like J.P. was a good 

teacher 

Thanks, Troops 1549 and 1532  

Front Row:  Jay (Troop 1549 
Leader), Donovan, Daniel  
& JP Persall 
Back Row:  Julie (Troop 
1532 Leader), Joshua, 
Brandon & Elisha 

Thanks! 

Susan Hughes 

Bruce, Leslie & Hans 

Weertman 

LeRoy Sample 

Kimmerle & Joshua 

Leonard  

Keepers putting final touches on webcam cable ditch 
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REFLECTIONS OF A KEEPER by Martha Fleming 
 

When the Coast Guard manned the New Dungeness Lighthouse, my mom and her best friend 

hiked out to the lighthouse three times, but it wasnôt until 1997 that my friends and I hiked out one 

summer day and found volunteering was an option. 
 

When I reflect on fourteen years and ten weeks of volunteering at the Lighthouse, I think there 

have been many changes; yet, many things remain the same.  The ritual of raising the flag in the 

morning, watching the weather conditions change, greeting guests, exchanging stories, cleaning  

public areas at the end of the day, and retiring the flag at sunset, provide a constant rhythm.   

Eagles, gulls, hawks, shore birds, harbor seal activity and the high and low tides are the topic of 

conversation. 

 

My first trip in the summer of 1998 was with my childhood Girl Scout friends.  Jack Gamble drove 

four óScoutsô out, setting his expectations very clearly.  We were endeared to him for years.  Two 

more of us rented a kayak, procured the appropriate amount of landings for the week, and paddled 

out to the lighthouse.  Kayaking each day added another dimension to our day.  Today you cannot 

overnight kayaks at the Lighthouse.  The fog horn was constant.  It has been removed. 

 

In 1998, the wind and flies blew in cracks in the dining room windows and collected on the window 

sills.   Furniture, beds and mattresses were well used.   Extra mattresses were stacked in the clos-

ets:  I slept in my sleeping bag on a mattress on the floor.  There was an odd assortment of furni-

ture, pots, pans and dishes.  Today the house is decorated from the pages of ñHouse Beautifulò. 

 

My husband, John, and I planned two trips with volunteers we were meeting for the first time.  One 

couple spent the whole week scraping the yellow peeling paint off the helicopter pad and repainting 

its symbol.  I clearly remember hearing a chorus of metal scraping metal, gulls, and surf the whole 

week.  The helicopter pad has not been used for several years. 

 

Planned trips with life-long friends, cooking together, sharing shifts as guides, and maintaining the 

house and grounds are pure joy.  Filling cancellations and making new friends is just as rewarding.  

I have shared volunteer duties with retired teachers, an author, an historian, a nurse, an Army 

chaplain,  a Chicago police woman,  a grant writer and an engineer.   My anticipation of meeting 

interesting volunteers remains the same. 

 

At first we hiked one side of the spit and returned on the other side.  Today the bay side of the spit 

provides refuge for wildlife.  There were high towers of driftwood; today the drift is thinned down.  

Now two vehicles are used to exchange volunteers, instead of just one.  When we were driven out 

in November 2009, the lowest tide was at 8:00 P.M. on a dark windy Friday evening.  Johan had 

organized a ten-man crew to saw a road through the drift following a recent storm.  We were highly  

impressed and delivered safely for an exciting week of stormy weather. 

 

There is a remarkable change in the upkeep of the Lighthouse and the Interpretive Center since I 

started volunteering.  The Barry Dove Trail is a great tribute to Barry.  Just when I begin to think 

the property and buildings are perfectly appointed, I see more improvements taking place thanks to 

our industrious volunteers! 
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FOURTH OF JULY PARADE 

The weather cooperated for the 

Fourth of July Parade 

Thanks!!!  Rick & Roberta DeWitt 

Buff Hirko and Chad Kaiser 

Decorating and Spit Shining Silver 

Weôre Ready! 

Let the Parade Begin! 

 

Roberta and Buff handing out candy 


