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In the Pacific Northwest, we hear a lot of grumbling about our cool, wet 

spring which came on the heels of a cold, wet winter.  We just want ñLa 

Ninaò to go away.  However, after the terrible, violent storms in the South 

and Midwest, we realize we have little to complain about.  Our condolences 

go out to any members and their families or friends who might have been 

affected. 
 

We have a new ñeyeò on the 

Station. Thanks to our electronic 

genius Rick DeWitt, we now have 

a web camera south of the 

lighthouse.  It has great resolution 

and color.  The view includes the 

front of the lighthouse and 

sometimes the Keeperôs House, 

as well as the Strait of Juan de 

Fuca, with occasional glimpses of 

passing ships.  
 

We are in the testing phase, with the camera temporarily mounted on a pole 

south of the fence.  With  additional hardware, we plan to put it on the cable 

crossing sign so it has a wider view of the station.  Rick is periodically 

posting a few still shots to the website, but when the software companies 

catch up with the hardware technologies, a snapshot will be automatically 

posted to the website every 4 minutes.  Views from the camera north of the 

fence will continue to be posted as in the past. 
 

We are testing the waters for new sources of funding for major projects.  We 

have engaged a small grant application firm to assist us with preparation of 

grant applications.  We have many important projects on our wish list.  The 

vent ball on top of the lantern is severely corroded and is in danger of falling.  

Several safety upgrades are high priorities on our list.  In addition, we need 

to upgrade the well head, which is starting to leak, and fully insulating the 

houses would quickly pay back in electrical costs.  We hope we 

can secure grant funding for these important projects. Steve 
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Steve & I recently had the privilege of being Keepers 

with two very interesting couples.  We had stayed 

once before with Don and Dalene Edgar from Ocean 

Shores and had such a good time that we wanted to 

stay with them again.  They are avid birders and it is 

very rewarding when I think I have seen the same 

bird they readily identify.  Dalene is also a very good 

photographer.  Don has many skills from wood work-

ing to electricity and had good input on all the ñto doò 

list items including a few hints for the septic pumpers. 
 

The other couple we had met only once.  Gene and 

Doris Hasson lived at New Dungeness for about 

three months in 1952.  Gene was in the Coast Guard 

during the Korean Conflict and had his enlistment  

extended for one year.  When he transferred to Seat-

tle he only had 8 months of that extension left to 

serve.  He asked for a ñquietò assignment and he 

was given one, New Dungeness Light Station.  He 

was an Engineman Third Class, second in command 

at the Station and was in charge of all the mechani-

cal equipment.  At that time there were four Coasties, 

three wives and two little ones on the Station.  The 

Officer in Charge (OIC)  had a young daughter and 

Gene and Doris had a 6-month old son. 
 

Their only transportation was a boat.  The ladies took 

turns going  to ñtownò to shop for groceries, taking a 

list from each of the other wives and shopping for 

everyone.  The boat would take them to a vehicle 

which was kept parked on shore for their use.  After 

going into town and shopping, they would return with 

all the groceries, put them in the boat and return to 

the Station. 
 

Doris is a skilled and patient Cribbage player.  She 

challenged us and had her scores added before I 

knew the hand was over.   
 

As with most Keepers, after a week in Serenity, we 

sure were sorry to see those Transfer vehicles on 

Saturday morning. Jean 

EDITORôS COMMENTS 

mailto:ndl@olypen.com
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FORMER KEEPERS AND ARTIFACTS RETURN TO NEW DUNGENESS 

GENE ENJOYED FLAG DUTY 

Gene Hasson is presenting Steve Reed 

with a Foghorn that he stashed in his 

duffle when he left New Dungeness.  He 

has taken good care of it with the 

intention of returning it to NDL when the 

time was right.  He did admit, ñThis is 

harder than I thought it was going to be.ò 

We have learned from several sources that when items became obsolete, the U.S. Coast Guard 

disposed of them in various ways, often taking them to a ñdumpò.  For instance, when Gene 

Hasson cleaned out a building at NDLS to use as an electrical shop in 1952, he uncovered the 

Foghorn shown above in a junk pile being sent to the mainland for disposal.  He 

just had a feeling that it shouldnôt be thrown away so he established the ñItem 

Protection Programò and for the past several years, he has been thinking about 

how and when he could return it to its original home.  When Gene and his wife, 

Doris, were invited to become Keepers at NDLS, he decided this was the time 

and place.  The week at New Dungeness brought back many memories and their 

willingness to share ñhow it was thenò has helped fill in some gaps in NDL history 

that only former Keepers can reveal. 
 

Bill Byrd, the speaker at the Spring General Meeting, who was the Officer in 

Charge at New Dungeness from 1973 to 1976 had a similar experience during his 

assignment at NDLS.  The Branding Iron which reads, ñNew Dungeness L/Sò was 

being ñtrashedò so it found a hiding place in his duffle when he left NDLS.  At the 

General Meeting, he returned it to its original home.   
 

The Society appreciates the preservation and return of these artifacts to NDL and 

in the near future, they will be displayed in the Museum Room in the Lighthouse.    
 

Thanks Gene and Bill!!! 
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Adults:  $350         AVAILABILITYð2011/2012           Children $195 

Call Chad at 360-683-6638 or email him at scheduling@newdungenesslighthouse.com 

  REDUCED RATE 

June 11, 2011@ 6:30 am June 18 @ 9:40 am $250/Adult, $100/Child 

   

August 6, 2011 @ 4:00 am August 13 @ 9:40 am $350/Adult, $195 /Child 

Depart (below 2012) Return Rooms Available 

February 25 @ 9:30 am March 3 @ 4:10 pm 1 Room 

May 19 @ 8:00 am May 26 @ 11:40 am 1 Room 

June 30 @ 7:30 am July 7 @ 10:40 am 1 Room 

October 5 @ 10:30 pm October 12 @ 7:40 pm 3 Rooms 

October 19 @ 9:30 pm October 26 @ 8:10 pm 3 Rooms 

October 26 @ 6:30 pm November 2 @ 10:40 pm 3 Rooms 

November 2 @ 9:00 pm November 10 @ 5:10 am 3 Rooms 

November 16 @ 7:30 pm November 24 @ 5:10 pm 2 Rooms 

November 30 @ 7:00 pm December 8 @ 4:10 pm 3 Rooms 

December 8 @ 2:30 pm December 14 @ 8:10 pm 3 Rooms 

December 14 @ 6:30 pm December 22 @ 4:10 pm 3 Rooms 

December 22 @ 2:30 pm December 28 @ 7:40 pm 2 Rooms 

AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT:  
Judy Davidson reported that The Audit 

Committee, Kris Bryce, Deb Cox and 

Judy Davidson, completed an audit of 

the 2010 books.  Everything is in order 

and there are no problems with the 

NDLSA  accounting system.  Kudos to 

Bookkeeper Michele Kolker, and 

Treasurer Bill Bjorklund,  for their 

superb jobs. 

HOW BIG IS A CRUISE SHIP? 

By Marcia Bromley 
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As usual, Eric Henriksson sold 

ñopportunityò tickets, Candy     

Olmer provided yummy treats 

while husband Rich was in 

charge of the sign-in table. 
 

The Merchandising table 

(Roberta DeWitt and helpers)  

was a popular hangout.   
 

Thanks 

Everyone!! 

Speaker, Bill Byrd, visits with attendees after 

the meeting (right).  Bill was the Officer-in-

Charge  (OIC) at New Dungeness from 1973 to 

1976.  His tour of duty ended a few weeks after 

the Fourth Order Fresnel lens was removed.  

He wrote in the logbook on May 19, 1976,   

ñThe prism lens was turned off and dismounted at 0557, crated and shipped to the Coast Guard 

Museum at Pier 36 in Seattle.  At this time, the Lighthouse became automated and the sparkling 

glass and brass rotating prism lens (6-sided) was replaced with a cold, steel grey machineð

molded single lens apparatus, which will operate day and night.ò 

When assigned to New Dungeness, Bill was not a stranger to Lighthouses, his father was the OIC 

at Kilauea Point Lighthouse on the Island of Kauai and they lived in one of the Keeperôs Dwellings 

when he was a teenager. 

Special thanks go to Bob and Karen King (friends of members Marcia and Dave Bromley) who   

donated a Jean Guichard framed print for a silent auction at the meeting. Kathi Doty was the    

highest bidder at $70.00. We tried selling Door Prize tickets this time and will have a new approach 

for our October meeting ï all in attendance will get one free ticket and if you want to ñstuff the  

drawing boxò weôll be selling extra tickets. 

Special thanks to all  who helped out at the meeting for a total of 40 volunteer hours! 

SPRING GENERAL MEETING 
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We made it through a wet and cool Saturday and 

then were blessed with sun for Motherôs Day.  The 

new ñtentò worked great and is easier to set-up and 

take-down than the old one.  
 

Fifty ñOpportunityò tickets for a free stay at the 

lighthouse were sold.  
 

These events are so important because they bring 

us into contact with the public.  Again, big thanks to 

the volunteers who braved the weather and put in 

94 hours staffing the booth and answering 

questions!  It is amazing how much time and 

energy these events require and how lucky we are 

to have so many folks pitch in and help. 

The parade moved the fastest Rick and 

Roberta have ever seen ï guess there were 

not as many entrants stopping to do their 

ñroutinesò this year  - because the model flew 

up Washington Street and the walkers could 

barely keep up with Chad Kaiser driving the 

truck and model.  The problem was ï the 

candy stash was in the truck!  The parade 

was a lot of fun and it was so great to have 

nice weather.  Thanks  Rick, Roberta and 

Chad for representing  NDL in this parade. 

SEQUIM IRRIGATION FESTIVAL AND PARADE 

On March 13, 2011 when the 9.0 magnitude 

earthquake struck Japan, the news spread 

fast. Keepers at the Light Station were 

informed of the possibility of a tsunami along 

the Strait of Juan de Fuca by the 

Emergency Radio.  They monitored news 

reports and early the next morning, it 

became apparent that Dungeness Spit 

would not be significantly affected. 
 

When a small work party in the Crew 

Quarters at the Station heard the news, they 

devised their own ñsafety and escapeò plan.  

Bill Bjorklund & Ken Davidson took refuge in 

the ñBarry Doveò and  were ready to row!! 

MODEL AND BOOTH  
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A FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM OF THEIR WEEK AS KEEPERS AT THE LIGHTHOUSE 

When John & Carol Penney planned a trip to the Lighthouse with her sister, their daughter and 

grandsons, they  hoped that Zachary (11) and Riley (10) would enjoy their week. Any concern was 

short-lived because soon after they arrived, both boys were busy doing chores and greeting visitors.  

One highlight of the week was Zacharyôs birthday and his Dad surprising him by walking out and 

spending the day.  They baked a cake and made ice cream to celebrate.  Grandpa John taught them 

how to use a compass which they practiced in a ñpirate treasure huntò.  They enjoyed watching the 

cruise ships, a fleet of vessels from Seafair in Seattle and a submarine along with its entourage pass 

by the Lighthouse.  Carol says, ñit was truly a week we will never forget!ò 

FAMILY PHOTO 

RILEY AND 

ZACHARY ENJOY 

FLAG DUTY 

 

RILEY POLISHING 

BRASS 

ZACHARY HAD A 

BIRTHDAY AT THE 

LIGHTHOUSE 

COMPLETE WITH A 

CAKE AND ICE CREAM 

HEATHER LOOKS LIKE 

SHE IS ENJOYING 

 ñDOING LAUNDRYò 


