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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By  

Johan Van Nimwegen 
 

We closed our 150th birthday year celebration with a gala dinner and auction at the 
Seven Cedars casino on December 1, 2007. The evening was a tremendous success and 
capped a great year full of special events. A special thanks to Bette Leffle who 
coordinated and directed the dinner and auction and to Board member Steve Reed our 
MC. Thanks also to our auctioneer, Dave Cummins, who made the evening fun and 
entertaining. I had a great time and it was wonderful to see everyone there. 

 
One of my main goals this year will be to build on last year’s success. I’d like to 

establish a permanent fund raising program including an annual fund raising event. I’d 
like to attract community sponsors along with programs for planned giving, endowments, 
and grants. If you would like to be a part of our fund raising program, let me know; I need 
your help. The New Dungeness Light Station Association has been named the beneficiary 
of $16,605.95 from the estate of Ms. Madeline Wagers. Ms. Wagers was not a current 
member of NDLSA, but she must have had a special place in her heart to remember us in 
her will. 

 
In other news, we are expanding our weather page and web cam link to our main 

webpage and reserving a place at the bottom of the page for a ‘photo of the week’. We 
invite you to submit your photos to us and we plan to establish a yearly contest for ‘photo 
of the year’. Rules and prizes will be announced soon. 

 
The schooner Zodiac is offering a 4 day sailing excursion to visit the remote 

lighthouses of the San Juan Islands, including New Dungeness. This sailing is scheduled 
for April 10-13, 2008. The Captain and crew have offered to donate a portion of their 
proceeds to NDLSA for each member of NDLSA who signs up for this cruise. Please plan 
to join me on the Zodiac for a fun filled 4 days. Please contact the Zodiac at 1-877-831-
7427 or at www.starsailcruises.com. 

                                                                            Johan 
 



 

  
Our 150th Year Celebration: 
 
 It was wonderful. We were able to involve the 
entire community from the tribes, local businesses, 
politicos, and history buffs to the Coast Guard, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the local press, and 
folks just plainly in love with lighthouses. My book 
of press clippings is bursting at the seams. 
 
 Perhaps more importantly, we made a lot of 
new friends and made a lot of new folks aware of the 
New Dungeness Light Station; we even added some 
new members and attracted a $5,000 donation from 
another historic Lighthouse, Mukilteo. 
 
 We also have a new Board of Directors and 
some new officers…all anxious to get going with the 
business of preserving a regional and national 
treasure. 

 
This year, your Board will readdress our fee 

structure and actually begin to renovate the West 
apartment in the Lighthouse itself for use by work 
crews (so that Keepers need not be removed when 
major work is being done). We’ll continue to define 
new sources of funding, and we will try to involve 
members more in the decision making process. 

 
As part of this latter effort, we’re asking you 

about what you liked best about our 150th 
Celebration? What should we repeat? What should 
we never do again? How can we use our website 
better? How do we best use our Lighthouse model? 
What new things could we do? See the questionnaire 
on page 7. And, you can always send Barry an email 
with any suggestions or drop me a note at rolmer1@ 
olypen.com. We promise to read your notes and 
share them with the Board.  
 
                                                               Rich Olmer 
 
 

     

 

THE 
FOGHORN 

 XV, NUMBER 1          January  
The official newsletter of the 

New Dungeness Light Station Assoc. 
PO Box 1283, Sequim, WA 98382 

A non-profit Historical Organization 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Johan VanNimwegen      President  
                (360)681-7300 
Harvey Smith     Vice President           

 (360)683-3946 
Richard Olmer   Secretary     
                 (360)683-6861 
Bill Bjorklund                  Treasurer 
  (360)681-5161 
Members 

Dean Carter            (509)953-4752        
   Glenn Cotter           (360)681-7846 

Mike Doherty   360)457-9135 
Annette Johnston   (360)460-1151 
Loren Erpelding (360)683-0120 
Bette Leffle    (360)681-5195 
Paul Mowery           (360)417-3936 
Janet Jones  (360)582-9134 
Robert Russell        (360)834-1743 
Steve Reed     (360)385-4245 

TRANSPORTATION  
    Bill Johnston  (360)460-5102 
   Chris Frankfurth  (360)681-7927 

 
SCHEDULING & MEMBERSHIP  

    Barry Dove   (360) 683-6638 
    Fax  (360) 683-1251 
    E-mail                      
scheduling@newdungenesslighthouse.com 

FOGHORN 
Editor:    

Rich Olmer 
The Foghorn is printed by: 

Brisk Printing, Sequim, WA 
Web: newdungenesslighthouse.com 



 3 

 
 

    
                                     

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        2007 a lot of sand has simply disappeared! 
 
    2006 small indications                 
 Picture by Marc Marcoux               
 
 
SMALL IMPROVEMENTS GO A LONG WAY: 
 
Thanks to the efforts of the Hanson Family from Spokane a number of improvements have been made 
out at the light station.  
 
During their week’s stay at the station they installed safety railings in the downstairs shower stall. This 
will help folks that may be physically challenged to enter and exit the tub a little easier.  
 

 
STORY OF PAUL’S BET REGARDING THE PILINGS 
 
After the big storms in November and December of 2006 the dramatic erosion of the beach took 
away almost 7 feet of beach. The pilings that were sticking up only a few inches were now 7 feet in 
the air. When Paul Mowery on a trip out to the station saw the devastating changes he was 
optimistic. “Don’t worry, Barry, the beach will be back, filled in again by the summer”. I said no 
way and of course we made a small wager $20.00.  I even said that by December 1, 2007, it will 
not be completely filled back in.   The wager was set, witnessed and all in agreement. The beach 
would be returned to its pre storm condition. Well, all year during keeper exchanges I was checking 
my investment. A small panic was experienced in the summer when the beach started filling back 
in quickly, then a sigh of relief when it slowed again. Well by December 1st about half the beach 
had returned. The 7 foot pilings were now 4 foot pilings. Now if Paul had said December 1, 2008 I 
think he would have been in the money. But, like the good sport he is, at the Auction Dinner he 
came up to me and gave me my winnings, a crisp $20.00 bill, with some ribbing from those present 
of course. However, to get our beach back to normal I would have willingly given up the $20.00. 
Keeper exchanges are way more difficult now as we are forced to go south of the pilings and our 
old entrance to the light station is completely washed away. Lots of exposed rip rap.  
 
Mother Nature is fantastic! Every week it is a new challenge for volunteer drivers getting the 
keepers out to the station.    
 
  Barry Dove 
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They also built two very sturdy benches for visitors to enjoy while waiting for a tour of the tower. We 
hope this new addition will alleviate the habit of visitors sitting on the fence rails and breaking them.  
 
They also installed a new plaque by the front door telling visitors of the light stations historical 
significance and the fact that the Station is on the National Register of Historic Places.   
 
Dave Hanson is a building contractor in the Spokane area and specializes in remodeling old buildings. 
These projects were right up his alley. Thank you, Dave and Family. 
 
 

Centerfold… 
 

 
 

This is the entrance to the Light Station that we had used for years. It sure looks way 
different today than it did in 2005 or 2006. It makes you begin to question your notions of 
things. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A practical way you can Help us save dollars. 
 

If you can download your copy of the Foghorn, you can get color photos and save us postage 
costs. It’s a gain for you and NDLSA. 
Please call or e-mail Barry if you would like to receive your Foghorn via e-mail.  

AND THE WINNER IS !  This year’s winning raffle ticket for a week for two at the light station was ticket 
#0246.  Lucky owners of this ticket were John & Julie Leptich.  Julie purchased the ticket from our booth at 
one of the festivals here in Sequim. Her ticket was drawn on the evening of the Auction, December 1st, 2007.  

Congratulations John & Julie! 
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 These new shirts are now available in both Long ($12.00) and Short ($10.00) 
sleeves. Call Ted or Pam Bedford for details of how to pick them up to avoid mailing 
costs ($4.00) at (360) 683-6376. 
 
 

 

GREAT  
NEW DUNGENESS LIGHT STATION 

 T-SHIRTS! 
 AVAILABLE NOW  

FRONT OF T 

BACK OF T 
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New Dungeness Light Station Auction 

Celebrates 150 years of Light 
 
 

  
 
                                                                                               We sold all manner of valuable stuff!                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now that’s what a President should look like!          These folks will sell anything! 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
                                               Johan, Bette, Lee Lawrence having too much fun! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Even an ex-president looks good!                       Does anyone recognize this handsome guy?  
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150th Questionnaire 
Please email responses to Barry or Rich 

 
Should we have an annual Birthday Party??  
 
Should we hold an annual fundraising event?? 
 
Should we continue to have two general meetings each year: One in Sequim and one in 
the Seattle area? 
If in Seattle, where? 
In the Spring and in the Fall? 
 
How can we better use our Website?? 
How do we use our Lighthouse Model?? 
 
What was the best thing about our 150th Celebration?? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER 14, 2007 150 Years Later 
 

On December 14th 2007 a very special flag was raised at the New Dungeness Light Station. 
This flag was a special commemorative flag auctioned off at the Auction dinner and was raised at 
8:00am 150 years to the day after the light was first lit. The keepers, Ken & Judy Davidson, Marle 
Brandt and Ann Simpson witnessed and participated in the occasion. Barry Dove was also present to 
witness the occasion.  The flag was the only one flown that day and was returned to the mainland that 
evening, folded and placed in its presentation case. It was presented with pictures and a Certificate of 
Authenticity to its new owner, Walt Cummins.  It was a fun and fitting way to mark this auspicious 
occasion.  
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